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1. EJvThe amendment filed on ///S under 37 CFR 1.312 has been considered, and has been: 



a) □ entered. 

b) □ entered as directed to matters of form not affecting the scope of the invention. 

c) □ disapproved because the amendment was filed after the payment of the issue fee. 

Any amendment filed after the date the issue fee is paid must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1 .313(c)(1) 
and the required fee to withdraw the application from issue. 

d) ^ disapproved. See explanation below. 

e) □ entered in part. See explanation below. 



If the instant application is a utility or plant application filed under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 1(a) on or after November 29, 2000, the 
specific reference must be submitted during the pendency of the application and within the later of four months from the actual 
filing date of the application or sixteen months from the filing date of the prior application. If the application is a utility or plant 
application which entered the national stage from an international application filed on or after November 29, 2000, after 
compliance with 35 U.S.C. 371, the specific reference must be submitted during the pendency of the application and within the 
later of four months from the date on which the national stage commenced under 35 U.S.C. 371(b) or (f) or sixteen months from 
the filing date of the prior application. See 37 CFR L78(a)(2)(ii) and (a)(5)(ii). This time period is not extendable and a failure to 
submit the reference required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e) and/or 120, where applicable, within this time period is considered a waiver of 
any benefit of such prior application(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e), 120, 121 and 365(c). A benefit claim filed after the required time 
period may be accepted if it is accompanied by a grantable petition to accept an unintentionally delayed benefit claim under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(e), 120, 121 and 365(c). The petition must be accompanied by (1) the reference required by 35 U.S.C. 120 or 1 19(e) 
and 37 CFR 1.78(a)(2) or (a)(5) to the prior application (unless previously submitted), (2) a surcharge under 37 CFR 1.1 7(t), and 
(3) a statement that the entire delay between the date the claim was due under 37 CFR 1 .78(a)(2) or (a)(5) and the date the claim 
was filed was unintentional. The Director may require additional information where there is a question whether the delay was 
unintentional. The petition should be addressed to: Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22313-1450. 

If the reference to the prior application was previously submitted within the time period set forth in 37 CFR 1.78(a), but 
not in the first sentence(s) of the specification or an application data sheet (ADS) as required by 37 CFR 1.78(a) (e.g., if the 
reference was submitted in an oath or declaration or the application transmittal letter), and the information concerning the benefit 
claim was recognized by the Office as shown by its inclusion on the first filing receipt, the petition under 37 CFR 1 .78(a) and the 
surcharge. under 37 CFR 1.17(f) are not required. Applicant is still required to submit the reference in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.78(a) by filing an amendment to the first sentence(s) of the specification or an ADS. See MPEP § 201.1 1 . 
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